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Cheese plants under watch

HIGH ALERT
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queeec — The government o
Quebec and representatives ¢
provincial cheese producers an
retailers vowed vesterday to i
prove safety measures in th
wake of aprovince-wide listeric
sis outbreak linked to tainte
cheeses that has claimed one 1if
and might have caused one preg
nant woman to lose her haby.
Health officials in Quebec Cit
confirmed vesterday that sevel
pregnant women in the provine
have contracted the infection. A
a result, six babies were bori
prematurely and three of then
arestill fighting listeriosis.
Another pregnant woman los
her fetus at five months on Tue
day because of the infection
said Horatio Arruda, Quebee’
director of public health protec
tion. He could not say if the cas
is related to the consumption ¢
contaminated cheese products,
“We are waiting for lab re
sults,” Arruda said. “But wha
we know is that she had a bloo
infection caused by listeriosis,”
There are 22 confirmed case
of listeriosis in Quebec that hav
been linked to the consumptiol
of contaminated cheeses. Arru
da said four other cases are be
ing investigated, and the num
ber of listeria cases can stil
FABRICE COFFRINI REUTERS grow because the incubation pe
GIDDY GEEKS Scientists at the European Ovganization for Nuclear Reseaveh in Geneva were overjoyed yesterday afler suceessfully starting riod for the bacterium can be a
up a particle-smashing machine in o bid to re-enaet the conditions of the “Big Bang™ that created the universe, Stories, Page A15 longas 70 daye:

Please see CHEESE, Page A4
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